many psychiatrists have personalities that can withstand the strain of the work. Whatever may be the cause, the good intentions implicit in the Mental Health Act have so far not borne fruit because the majority of psychiatrists will not accept seriously antisocial psychopaths for treatment.
The writers in this symposium command respect because they are among the very few qualified to speak on the subject and Dr Craft is to be congratulated on bringing their views together in a concise and readable form.
Perhaps the most challenging implication in the book is that assessment of psychopaths' response to training may be more appropriately made in prison than in hospital, and that some psychopaths, although detainable in hospital under the Mental Health Act, may benefit more from the authoritarian regime of a prison than from the more permissive environment of a hospital.
GEOFFREY TOOTH
The Biological Basis of Radiation Therapy edited by Emanuel E Schwartz MD pp xvi +624 illustrated £7 Philadelphia: JBLippincott 1966 London: Pitman Medical The aim of this volume, to which eleven eminent radiotherapists and radiobiologists have contributed, is to bridge the gap between the radiobiologist working in the laboratory and the radiotherapist who applies the laboratory discoveries to patients, and thus to reduce the time taken before new discoveries are introduced into clinical practice.
The contributors examine in detail the biological effects of irradiation from the original ionizing event and its immediate intramolecular consequences, through the complex, and not yet fully understood, series of biochemical and cellular effects to the delayed effects which may occur in patients who have been irradiated. There are chapters on the different ways in which radiation response may be modified and, in conclusion, on the biochemistry of tumours, the local and systemic host factors which may influence tumour growth and dissemination, and a description of some of the more recent experimental approaches to radiotherapy. Some sections of the work are more easily understood than others, but on the whole the authors have fully succeeded in their task and are to be congratulated on an outstanding book which contains a wealth of information and much original thought.
It is well presented and the printing, diagrams and illustrations are of a high standard, though as a result the book is rather expensive. There are numerous references at the end of each chapter; in one chapter alone, no less than 455 are listed. In addition, there is a most useful glossary of terms and an efficient index.
A copy of this book should be in the library of every radiotherapy department. All interested in the radiotherapy of cancer will find it extremely valuable.
I CHURCHILL-DAVIDSON Progress in Clinical Cancer Volume 2 edited by Irving M Ariel MD FACS ppxvi+375 illustrated llls London: William Heinemann Medical Books 1966 New York: Grune & Stratton This book is dedicated to Owen H Wangensteen, the first surgeon to advocate a 'second look' procedure in selected cases for metastases following surgery for visceral carcinoma; this policy is the subject of one of the chapters. Its 49 contributors mostly practise on the American continent and the varying fields it covers, ranging from descriptions of specialized surgical procedures such as adenomammectomy, to the use of hyperbaric oxygen, reflect their wide interest.
There is an excellent opening chapter on cellular kinetics to bring into the picture those readers not familiar with recent views on the mechanisms of cancer therapy. It is a wellwritten book with excellent illustrations but the material of some chapters would have been better found in a textbook. The section on Wilms' tumour, for example, describes at length the signs and symptoms of the condition, its investigation and differential diagnosis. Chapters on carcinoma of the gall bladder and lung, to name two amongst others, have nothing new to contribute to our knowledge and should have been omitted in a book of this title. On the other hand a most stimulating paper entitled 'Immediate Ambulation Following Amputation' deserves special mention and its new constructive approach may help salve the emotional conflict involved in advising this operation in young people. There is an excellent review of carcinoid and other amineproducing tumours and the book closes with a comprehensive study of reticuloendothelial tumours involving the bowel. The third edition of Israels' monograph is not greatly different from the second edition. The major addition is a small section with six plates on histological sections taken by the Gardner trephine and these show normal aplastic marrow, myelofibrosis, secondary carcinoma and tuber-culous giant cells. So many other marrow conditions are diagnosed almost entirely by histological preparations that it is a pity this section has not been more extensively prepared. Many pathologists also use histological sections of aspirated fragments which give remarkably accurate pictures of the histological structure of the marrow, but these are not included. A further criticism which could be levelled at this edition is that the new histochemical stains used by hematologists should by now be a standard illustration in such a monograph.
Nevertheless, this small atlas is prepared with great accuracy and the cells are well illustrated so that a beginner can readily learn the variations in the cells commonly found in the bone marrow. It should certainly be used by every trainee himatologist.
A GORDON SIGNY

Pancreatitis by T T White MD pp ix +214 illustrated 80s London: Edward Arnold 1966
There are few subjects about which there is so much heated disagreement as the etiology of pancreatitis. The author in his preface faces up to this and emphasizes the differences in mortality rates, results of treatment, experimental physiology, classification, and especially the changing picture of the disease in various countries. He has had the unique opportunity of examining and reclassifying the 'largest series of pancreatitis patients in Europe', i.e. those of Professor Mallet Guy of Lyons, and he presents his findings and thoughts on the matter in this useful book.
He has conveniently and patently stated his conclusions in large print on various pages as the book progresses: acute pancreatitis is twice as common as chronic; acute is most commonly due to gall stones, chronic to alcoholism; reflux of bile into the pancreatic duct is innocuous and as an wtiological factor recedes into the 'nebulb of mythical nonsense'; the closed loop technique of producing pancreatitis has no bearing on its etiology in humans; the vascular effect may be a contributory factor but no more; there is no evidence that Trasylol is of benefit; and so on.
The chapter on the present situation with regard to surgical treatment is thought provoking and valuable and should be read by all pancreatic surgeons. It is a clear statement of modern views. The author considers that left to right subtotal pancreatectomy is a most useful procedure and precedes it with an arteriogram. It is a pity that he does not mention some of the principles of pancreatography which are developing so promisingly. The general production and line drawings are excellent.
W M CAPPER
Recent Advances in Pathology edited by C V Harrison MD 8th ed pp x+414 illustrated 70s London: J& A Churchill 1966 Pathologists, and others, will warmly welcome the appearance of a new edition of 'Recent Advances in Pathology' which, after the initial reading, will undoubtedly be as constantly in demand for reference as its invaluable predecessors.
The first chapter concerns Chromosome Abnormalities in Man, a subject advancing at such a rate that it threatens to require a 'Recent Advances' series of its own. The extensive list of references to this chapter indicates the wide field from which information has been gathered and blended with Professor Lennox's own work to produce a valuable review of the subject. Another long chapter, on Systemic Effects of Neoplasia, covers a field about which little was known at the time of the seventh edition, and in which great interest is being shown at the present time. The list of lesions discussed, given as a summary at the end of the chapter, is of impressive length.
Other contributors deal with tissue transplantation, malabsorption states, and lesions of the kidneys, liver, lymphoid tissue, arteries and lungs, which have been recently described and which are of practical importance. Among the lesions considered are at least two which are iatrogenic: changes in the liver which may be caused by therapeutic irradiation, and the often belittled effects of lymphangiography on the lymph nodes. These, and the increasing prevalence of fungal lesions of the lung, to which a section is devoted, serve to remind us that advances in pathology are not concerned only with growing knowledge of established diseases, but that new lesions are still appearing and some rarities becoming common.
A C THACKRAY
